
 

Quotes from John Smith 

 

 

English Trade with Indians: Theodore deBry, 1634 

 

“How we became friends with the Rapahanocks.  In our returnes we visited all our 
friends, that rejoyced much at our Victory against the Mannahocks, who many times had 
Warres also with them, but now they were friends, and desired we would be friends with 
the Rapahanocks, as we were with the Mannahocks. Our Captaine told them, they had 
twise assaulted him that came onely in love to doe them good, and therefore he would 
now burne all their houses, destroy their corne, and for ever hold them his enemies, till 
they made him satisfaction; they desired to know what that should be: he told them they 
should present him the Kings Bow and Arrowes, and not offer to come armed where he 
was; that they should be friends with the Moraughtacunds his friends, and give him their 
Kings sonne in pledge to performe it, and then all King James his men should be their 
friends. Upon this they presently sent to the Rapahanocks to meete him at the place where 
they first fought, where would be the Kings of Nantautacund and Pissassac: which 
according to their promise were there so soone as we; where Rapahanock presented his 
Bow and Arrowes, and confirmed all we desired, except his sonne, having no more but 
him he could not live without him, but in stead of his sonne he would give him the three 



women Moraughtacund had stolen. This was accepted: and so in three or foure Canowes, 
so many as could went with us to Moraughtacund, where Mosco made them such 
relations, and gave to his friends so many Bowes and Arrowes, that they no lesse loved 
him then admired us. The 3 women were brought our Captaine, to each he gave a chayne 
of Beads: and then causing Moraughtacund, Mosco, and Rapahanock stand before him, 
bid Rapahanock take her he loved best, and Moraughtacund chuse next, & to Mosco he 
gave the third. Upon this away went their Canowes over the water, to fetch their venison, 
and all the provision they could, and they that wanted Boats swam over the river: the 
darke commanded us then to rest. The next day there was of men, women, and children, 
as we conjectured, six or seaven hundred, dauncing, & singing, and not a Bow nor Arrow 
seene amongst them. Mosco changed his name Uttasantasough, which we interpret 
Stranger, for so they call us. All promising ever to be our friends, and to plant Corne 
purposely for us; and we to provide hatchets, beads, and copper for them, we departed, 
giving them a Volley of shot, and they us as loud shouts and cryes as their strengths could 
utter.” 
John Smith 
 
Their manner of trading is for copper, beads, and such like, for which they give such 
commodities as they have, as skins, foule, fish, flesh, and their Country Corne. But their 
victuals are their chiefest riches.  
John Smith  
 
But it so hap’ned that Powhatan, having his desire, valued his corn at such a rate that I 
think it better cheap in Spain, for we had not four bushels for that we expected to have 
twenty hogsheads.  
John Smith  
 
…being invited by Powhatan to come unto him, and if he would send him but men to 
build him a house, give him a grindstone, fifty swords, some pieces, a cock and a hen, 
with much copper and beads, he would load his ship with corn…  
John Smith 


